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MEMORANDUM FOR: ETA]
UBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

FROM: DIrRecTOR oF CENTRAL INTELL 1GENCE

SUBJECT: EPILOGUE TO WESTMINSTER SPEECH

1. T APPRECIATE YoUR HELP ON THE WESTMINSTER SPEECH. IT WORKED VER

WELL AND WAS ENTHUSIASTICALLY RECEIVED. You wiLL SEE THAT I Tossep IN A

FEW PARAGRAPHS AT THE END OF PAGE 3 WHICH RELATE TO THE CURRENT INTEREST
GRENADA-  ALSO, TOWARDS THE END, | NOTE A REFERENCE TO

LECTURE AT WESTMINSTER IN THE KEMPER LECTURE SERIES WHICH
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED AT THE CHURCHILL MEMORTAL .

2. IN THE FIRST OF THOSE LECTURES, BY CHURCHILL'S BIOGRAPHER, MARTIN
GILBERT, THEY LEARNED ABOUT A LETTER WHICH CHURCHILL WROTE ONLY TWO DAYS
AFTER SPEAKING AT WESTMINSTER. | UNDERLINED THE HIGH POINTS OF THAT
LETTER ON PAGES 16 AND 17 oF THE GrLBERT SPEECH (ATTACHED). I[N DISCUSSING
THIS AT WESTMINISTER RELATED EVENTS
CAME INTO FOCUS AND WE THOUGHT IT MIGHT BE A GOOD IDEA TO DEVELOP A LITTLE
EPILOGUE FOR THE PRINTED copY. You WILL SEE THAT THE DISPATCH OF THE MISSOUR
TO TURKEY IS SOMETHING OF A PRECURSOR TO PRESIDENT REAGAN’S USE oF THE FLEET
OVER THE LAST SEVERAL WEEKS. RECOLLECTION IS THAT THIS WAS
OCCASIONED BY THE RUSSIANS' INITIAL REFUSAL TO LEAVE IRAN, WHICH IT HAD

GONE INTO ALONG WITH THE BrRITISH TO CARRY OUT SUPPLY OPERATIONS AND PERHAPS
TO PROTECT AGAINST INTRUSION BY AXIS FORCES.

3. So, I Neep TO GET THE BASIC FACTS ABOUT Russia’s PRESENCE IN |RAN

AT THE END OF THE WAR, THE TIME OF THE BRITISH DEPARTURE, THE RussIANns

INITIAL REFUSAL TO LEAVE AND WHEN AND UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES THEY FINALLY

DID LEAVE. [ WOULD WANT TO RELATE THIS TO THE ACTUAL APPEARANCE OF THE
MISSOURI 1N TH

IT WAS "TO STAY FOR AN UNSPECIFIED PERIOD-” THEN, ON THE OTHER SIDE, |
WOULD WANT TO RELATE THIS REACTION AND ANY SUBSEQUENT REACTIONS TO RECEIVING

AND TURKEY AND ULTIMATELY TO THE PROMULGATION OF THE TRUMAN DOCUMENT - As’
PART OF THIS, THE QUOTATION ABQUT THE TRUMAN DOCUMENT IN PRESIDENT ReAGAN'S
SPEECH TO THE JOINT SessIon oF CoNGREsS LAST SPRING SHOULD BE WORKED IN-.

4. Try 70 GET THIS BASIC INFORMATION QUICKLY so | caN DECIDE WHETHER
I wanT To USE IT AND GET IT WRITTEN SATISFACTORILY THIS EVENING IF AT ALL

POSSIBLE. C-/

WiLLiam J. Casey
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. President Saunders, ladies and gentlemen, I am deeply honoured to be invited
"here to Westminster College, to talk at the site of Churchill’s famous ‘Iron Cur-
tain Speech’, and to do so about the origins of that speech itself.

Since receiving your invitation for this inaugural Crosby Kemper lecture, 1
have tried to piece together the story of Churchill’s experience of Soviet com-
munism — and of his reactions to that experience — in the thirty years leading
up to his speech here at Westminster College; and I thank you most warmly for
having asked me tc present the fruits of my researches to you on thlS beautlful L

AP Missouri afternoon. iyt i
:.”" Many thousands of mlles to the east: across the Atlantlc Ocean and across
4’ the wide democratic zone of western Europe, the Iron Curtain is still there.. I
', crossed it: myself only:three weeks ago, on the Austna Czechoslovak border,
TN Just half way between- Stettm and Trieste. oy 800 0 eavg RV \&
45 For twenty mlnutes the tram, with lts one through camage from Rome tm

AN . Last mght rhere in Fulton ‘Missouri, during an extremely pleasant receptlon,-'I‘
; * ‘was told two thmgs about Churchlll first that he was sp01lt and selﬁsh and sec-\
! : AN ,\‘u 5
» “{ .., But surely here of all places here on this dehghtful campus, where you  have
n o bmlt, and are still building such a superb and living memorial to Churchlll,
' somethmﬂr should also be known of the superb and living quality of his thoughts ;
‘ and understanding of world affairs. His quarrel was with tyranny. AR
' Here at Westminster College — at the age of 71 — with fifty years of pubhc T
; hfe behind him, Churchill spoke with foreboding of the behavibur and inten-
" tions of Soviet Russia and outlined a course of common democratic unity, led by
Brltaln and the United States. Churchill’s knowledge of Russia stretched back
. more than .20 years before the Communist revolution of November 1917. In-
., . deed, the actual occasion on which his parents first met was at a ball on board
- the yacht of the Tsarevich, later Tsar Nicholas IL A B

Churchill’s own memories of the Russian Empire centred on three facets of o
Tsarist imperial rule, each of which was greatly to influence his attltude to the
Soviets: .

First, hIS hatred of the ofﬁcxal Government sponsored anti-semitism of
"P'sarist Russia, as shewn in the anti-Jewish violence, or pogroms in the first
decade of this century. In 1906, Churchill had been the main speaker, at a mass
rally in Manchester, to protest against official Tsarist connivance in these anti-
Jewish attacks.

Second, his dislike of the Tsarist treatment of the Poles, and his belief that
the twentieth century must eventually see what Churchill himself was to call
(in 1918) ‘the harmonious disposition’ of Europe among its inhabitants, — his
belief and sympathy for, an independent Poland, freed from Russian tutelage,
was instinct in Churchill’s early thought: he admired enormously the Polish
courage, hopeless though it had proved, in the uprlsmgs agalnst Tsarist Russia
in the 1830s and 1860s. TR

And third — and we come now to the most complex, and ultlmately most vex-

" ed questions in Soviet relations with the outside world — the right of Russia, if
" she were. to Jom in the defeat of Germany, (whether in 1914 or 1941) to ter-

1
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ritorial recompense and reward, to the return of ‘lost’ territories, and to secure,
defensible borders.

In 1914 Churchill accepted that if Russia were to remain in the war, and to
contribute to the Allied victory over Germany, then she would be able to expand
her territorial control, to Constantinople, the Straits, and the warm waters of
the Mediterranean. It was to enable Russia to remain at war, in 1915, that
Churchill and Kitchener had launched the Gallipoli expedition, when Russia
looked on the verge of surrender, pressed back by German forces in the west,
and Turkish forces in the east.

‘It was the Russian Bolshevik decision to leave the war in March 1918, that
~made Churchlll feel that this, the first international act of the Bolsheviks, and

' years,\from the benefits of victory when it came. .

- which she had only lost as a result of the political decision to leave the war..

At the time of the Bolshevik revolution, in November 1917, Churchill was
Minister of Munitions in David Lloyd George’s wartime coalition, and for the
first five years of the Bolshevik triumph in Russia, Churchill remained an in-
fluencial member of British policy-making at the centre: first as Minister of
Munitions, then as Secretary of State for War and Air, and finally as Secretary
of State for the Colonies.

In these three posts, and over these five years, he was an avid and careful
reader, of all the information reaching Britain — public and secret — about the
nature of Bolshevik rule. _

And it was as a resvlt of Churchill's detailed knowledgs of the actual
behaviour of the Bolsheviks inside Russia, and of their plans to spread revolu-
tion outside, that he urged Lloyd George to strengthen the democratic forces in
: Weimar Germany. Indeed, as early as November 1918, on the day before the ar-
: mistice with Germany, Churchill had told the British War Cabinet: ‘We might
have to build up the German Army, as it was important to get Germany on her
legs again, for fear of the spread of Bolshevism’.

. In Churchill’s mind, Bolshevism was an evil system, totally destructive of all
" the freedoms, and all the human values, in which he believed. Already, by 1917,
an enemy of tyranny for more than twenty years, for him Bolshevism was the
supreme tyranny, crushing all of the liberties he prized. Even in Bolshevism’s
early days, when sailors of the Red Fleet had shot down and murdered Captain
Cromie, the British Naval Attache, inside the Petrograd Embassy, Churchill
had been outraged, telling the War Cabinet on 4 September 1918: ‘The exer-
tlons which a natlon is prepared to make to protect its individual representa-

w2

‘_..theu' endurmg legacy, was to cut Russia off, as an ally whlch had fought for 21/2 .

., Asa result of this anti-war decision by Lenin and Trotsky, Churchxll reahzed R
.o ‘from the onset of Communist rule, when at its weakest, that Russia would seek,
“"when once again strong, to regain those areas which she regarded as hers and -

“ Henceforth, from 1917: until today, one question was to emerge — and re-" " )
g% emerge — in almost each decade how far west would Russia wish to go —or be o
allowed t0 go. - - ey L e e a0
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tives or citizens from outrage is one of the truest measures of its greatness as an
organised State’.

Every subsequent piece of information which reached Churchill confirmed
him in the view that Bolshevism was totally destructive of individual liberty. At
first he hoped that it would, as he told his colleagues at the Imperial War
Cabinet on 31 December 1918, ‘be exposed and swept away by a General Elec-
tion’, held if necessary under ‘Allied auspices’. Later he sought to strengthen
the existing Allied support for each of the anti-Bolshevik Russian armxes press-
mg in at different times upon Moscow and Petrograd.

*:Churchill’s main task in 1919 and 1920, a task imposed upon hun by Lloyd o
George, and carried out with reluctance, was actually to withdraw the British
.- troops which Lloyd George hlmself had sent a year earlier to help the Russxan .

Ifr

Yet Churchill was convmced that unless Bolshevxsm were overthroﬁit'
western democracy and civilisation would be threatened, and might even be

* destroyed. As he wrote of Lenin, Trotsky and the other Bolshevik leaders in a
+ public article on 22 June 1919: ‘Theirs is a war against civilised society which
5 can never end. They seek as the first condition of their being the overthrow and

destruction of all existing institutions and of every State and Government now -
standing in the world. They too aim at a worldwide and international league, -

_but a league of the failures, the criminals, the unfit, the mutinous, the morbid, -

the deranged, and the distraught in every land; and between them and such
order of civilisation as we have been able to build up since the dawn of hlstory :
there can, as Lenin rightly proclaims, be neither truce nor pact’. A

. It was the tyrannical aspect of Lenin’s regime that most roused Churchill’s
fury. Writing in January 1920 he declared: ‘A Tyrant is one who allows the fan-
cies of his mind to count for more in deciding action than the needs, feelings,
hopes, lives and physical well-being of the people over whom he has obtained
control. A tyrant is one who wrecks the lives of millions for the satisfaction of -
his own conceptions. So far as possible in this world no man should have such
power, whether under an imperialist, republican, militarist, socialist or soviet
form of Government’.

On 1 May 1920 Churchill sei out his view of Bolshevik tyranny in a Cabinet
memorandum. The Bolsheviks, he wrote, have ‘committed, and are committing
unspeakable atrocities, and are maintaining themselves in power by a terror-
ism on an unprecedented scale, and by the denial of the most elementary rights
of citizenship and freedom’.

Churchill’s hatred of Bolshevism sprang from his belief that the ultimate aim
of the communist philosophy was the complete destruction of Parliamentary
democracy, personal liberty, and free speech. He had of course followed the
events of post-revolutionary Russia closely: the suppression by Lenin of the
Constituent Assembly — with its already predominantly proletarian franchise
— Trotsky’s brutal suppression of the Kronstadt revolt the closing of churches
and the killing of priests.

To an audience at Sunderland Churchill set out, on 1 January 1920, the
points of difference as he saw them, telling his audience, about all communist
and socialist systems: ‘We believe in Parliamentary Government exercised in
accordance with the will of the majority of the electors constitutionally and

3
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freely ascertained. They seek to overthrow Parliament by direct action or other
violent means . .. and then to rule the mass of the nation in accordance with
their theories, which have never yet been applied successfully, and through the
agency of self-elected or sham-elected caucuses of their own. They seek to
destroy capital. We seek to control monopolies. They seek to eradicate the idea
of individual possession. We seek to use the great mainspring of human en-
deavour as a means of increasing the volume of production on every side and of
 sharing the fruits far more broadly and evenly among millions of individual
_homes. We defend Freedom of conscience and religious equality. They seek to. -
“exterminate every form of religious belief that has given comfort and inspira-
X tion to:-the soul of man T ) e RN CLRE L A
%" In-August 1920 the Red Army advanced into Poland, approaching within a
""" few miles of Warsaw..Even Lloyd George was so horrified that he delivered an’ .- 4
ultimatum to the Bolsheviks to halt their forces. In the event, it was a Polish- ;" .‘f
. victory, the so-called ‘Miracle of the Vistula’, not the British ultimatum, which .
saved Polish independence. - R e AR P

sk A IR i R v,nvv\‘
SE R e SR

. Tl
L S

451" ‘At the very moment when the Red Army seemed poised for victory, Churchill ;o
had written an article in the Evening News: ‘It is easy for those who live a long
" way from the Russian Bolshevists, — especially those who are protected by a
"I good strip of salt water, and who stand on the firm rock of an active political de--
' mocracy — to adopt a cool and airy view of their Communist doctrines and -
. .*" machinations. But a new, weak, impoverished, famishing State like Poland, it- - .
self quaking internally, is placed in hourly jeopardy by close and continuous R
contact with such neighbours. The Bolshevik aim of the world revolution can be iy
. pursued equally in peace or war. In fact, a Bolshevist peace is only another form .8
of war. If they do not for the moment overwhelm with armies, they can under-
mine with propaganda. Not a shot may be fired along the whole front, not a
bayonet may be fixed, not a battalion may move, and yet invasion may be pro-
ceeding swiftly and relentlessly. The peasants are roused against the landlords,
the workmen against their employers, the railways and public service are in-
duced to strike, the soldiers are incited to mutiny and kill their officers, the mob
are raised against the middle classes to murder them, to plunder their houses,
to steal their belongings, to debauch their wives and carry off their children; an
elaborate network of secret societies entangles honest political action; the
Press is bought wherever possible. This was what Poland dreaded and will now
have reason to dread still more; and this was the cause, even more than the
gathering of the Russian armies on the Polish front, continuous for nearly a
year, that led the Poles to make that desperate military sally or counter-stroke
which English Liberal opinion has so largely misunderstood, and which
Socialist opinion has so successfully misrepresented’. :

Recall for a moment that phrase in Churchill’s article of 1920: “not a shot
may be fired” and Churchill’s realization that, even without a shot being fired,
Poland could be subjugated: and then come forward 26 years here to
Westminster College and the same clear echo, reinforced by nearly three
decades of further experience: ‘I do not believe that Soviet Russia desires war.
What they desire is the fruits of war and the indefinite expansion of their power
and doctrines’. : .

* %%

4

2008/03/03 : CIA-RDP88BOO443ROO14040900016 -

" Approved For Ia

Churchill’s det
litical philosophy
this survival, he
this included the
The first occasio
on the western {
Lenin and Trots
of German soldit
advance, Churct

- the: eastern: fro
., guarantee the s
. 7..wrote in a.men
. .Trotsky are figh

- " of .consolidating

vengeance of a
.- embrace it’.

- . +:¢Churchill prog

Roosevelt, to Ru
Russia on Germi
patriotic Russia:
Commissar of ti
- America combin
nent fruits of th
Twenty years
Churchill again
June 1941, Hitl
Russia all the r
(and did provid:
broadcast on 2%
Communism. It
domination. It e
cruelty and ferc
Churchill’s br
nent of Commu
word that] hav
which is now u
flashes away’.
‘We have’, Ch
pose. We are re
From this noth:
declaration. It {
Russia and to tt
every part of t!
faithfully and s

Twenty years
already find th;



‘t action or other
Ea;:cordance with
ind through the
E They seek to
Fndlcate the idea
= of human en-
w’ery side and of

13 of individual
Ey They seek to-

fort and i mSplra» _

(\(v \';j 4
aching within a "'
2 whe delivered an. ;|

Eﬁ it was a Polishf

.imatum, which

Lctory, Churchlll RN
¥-vho live a long " £
s protected by a .
.cive political de- ..,
2 doctrines and "L
“like Poland, it- - -

tand continuous
‘ivolution can be
- another form
ey can under-
e front, not a
;n may be pro-
the landlords,
¥, service are in-
,[Ticers, the mob
.2r their nouses,
“»r children; an
! action; the
2d and will now
. more than the
vas for nearly a
tcounter-stroke
yd, and which

0: “not a shot
“Yiot being fired,

‘ears here to
; nearly three
i desires war.
of their power

P
1
!“
&

Churchill’s detestation of Communism was complete. Yet the centre of his po-
litical philosophy was the survival of parliamentary democracy. And to ensure
this survival, he was prepared to consider any expedient. Twice, in his lifetime
this included the expedient of working with Communist Russia as an active ally.
The first occasion was in the summer of 1918, after the German breakthrough
on the western front: a breakthrough only made possible because the Russia of
Lenin and Trotsky had made its peace with Germany, thus liberating millions
of German soldiers for active service in the western front. To halt the German
advance, Churchill proposed a deal with the Bolsheviks: if they would reopen
' the- eastern: front against .Germany,: Britain (and America) would. jointly
- guarantee. the survival of the Bolshevik revolution. ‘Let us never forget he

! ~wrote in a, memorandum for the Cabinet of 7 April 1918, ‘that Lenin.and .
Trotsky are ﬁghtmg with ropes round their necks. Show them any real chance
o£ consohdatmg their power, of getting some kind of protection agamst the |
vengeance of -a: counter- revolution,: and they would be non~human not to .
‘v émbrace it ARG AL u.q‘“x;(«*,,\,«u
\q,,Churchlll proposed sending some senior Alhed statesman such as Theodore
- Roosevelt, to. Russia, to be at Trotsky s side when war was again declared by
 Russia on Germany, and to act as ‘a rallying point’ sufficiently prominent for all
patrmtlc Russians to fix their gaze on it. Theodore Roosevelt would become the .,
Commissar of the Allies and with the full authonty and power of Bntam and i
', America combined to ensure — as Churchill put it — safeguardmg the perma-

. nent fruits of the revolution’. T SRR/ A DFURI A

Twenty years later, when Hitler’s dominance of Europe was almost complete,
Churchill again argued in favour of an alliance with the Soviet Union. When, in
June 1941, Hitler attacked the Soviet. Union, Churchill immediately offered
Russia all the military and economic assistance which Britain could provide
(and did provide, at considerable cost): ‘The Nazi regime’ he said then, in a
broadcast on 22 June 1941, ‘is indistinguishable from the worst features of
Communism. It is devoid of all theme and principle except appetite and racial
domination. It excels all forms of human wickedness in the efficiency of its
cruelty and ferocious angression’.

Churchill’s broadcast continued: ‘No one has been a more consistent oppo-
nent of Communism than I have for the last twenty-five years. I will unsay no
word that I have spoken about it. But all this fades away before the Spectacle
which is now unfolding. The past with its crimes, its follies and its tragedies,
flashes away’.

‘We have’, Churchill went on, ‘but one aim and one single, irrevocable pur-
pose. We are resolved to destroy Hitler and every vestige of the Nazi regime.
From this nothing will turn us — nothing. That is our policy and that is our
declaration. It follows, therefore, that we shall give whatever help we can to
Russia and to the Russian people. We shall appeal to all our friends and allies in
every part of the world to take the same course and pursue it, as we shall
faxthfully and steadfastly to the end'.. , , .

% %

Twenty vyea’r's Before this decisive Broadcast — by the end of 1920 — one can
already find three interwoven strands in Churchill’s potitical philosophy: ‘the
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" appeasement of class bitterness’ at home, ‘the appeasement of the fearful
- hatreds and antagonisms abroad’, and the defense of Parliamentary democracy
- and democratic values in Britain, in western Europe, and in the territories
under British rule or control. Wherever possible, Churchill believed that the

Can you doubt, n
as you survey tl
that mankind
not only by a

method to be used must be conciliation, the route to be chosen was the middle & abridgem:
"' way, the path of moderation. But where force alone could preserve the liber- not only by
... tarian values, force would have to be used. It could only be a last resort — the & reductic

-+ but also that
~+. have not yet

. And only intense
N among'all natio

" horrors of war, and the very nature of democracy, ensured that — but in the
"';:Iast resort, it might be necessary to defend those values by force of arms.

By 1921 these three strands, and all their ramifications, were clear in
‘((:Jhgrchlll's mind. He was forty four years old, and he could look back on twenty
L};years of publxc life, including four wartime years, through almost all of which he
3 had been an actlve partlclpant at the centre of policymaking, arguing his points .

with men of experience and expertxse, testing his ideas amid the daily practical s »Speakmg in Pan‘

, problems of departmental busmess, and reflecting, with each year, on the of Hitler, Churchill
evolutxon of the world scene, and the nature of man. . ST, - and liberal civilizati
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a prosperous structure of civilised society, * Labour Party, his s
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| ~ into bankxfuptcy,‘ba‘rbansm or anarchy. o '1 Spanish Civil War.
Churchill then spoke of each of the areas which were in turmoil: China ] * House of Commons

' and Mexico ‘sunk into confusion’; Russia where ‘that little set of Com- S ‘T hope not to be c:

-+ munist criminals . .. have exhausted millions of the Russian people’; Ire- i either of these dis

- land, scene of an ‘enormous retrogression of civilisation & Christianity’; § creeds. I feel unbou

Egypt and India, where ‘we see among millions of people hitherto shielded ‘ Throughout Chuz

.- , " by superior science & superior law a desire to shatter the: structure by oy 1939 when he was «
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Can you doubt, my faithful friends
as you survey this sombre panorama,
that mankind is passing through a period marked
not only by an enormous destruction
& abridgement of human species,
not only by a vast impoverishment
& reduction in means of existence
» but also that destructive tendencies
. have not yet run their course? : "
And only intense, concerted & prolonged efforts T T
. among all nations .:: .. st e e ;,
‘can avert. further & perhaps even greater calamltles C

L

s W

Speakmg in Parls fourteen years later, on 24 September 1936, after the nse‘
‘ of Hitler, Churchill stressed the need to maintain parliamentary democracy,
+1. and liberal civilization. He also explained why the democracies could never sub-- '~
.. mitto Nazi or Communist rule, asking his audience: ‘How could we bear, nursed ..
"‘as we have been in a free atmosphere, to be gagged and muzzled; to have spies,
eavesdroppers and delators at every corner; to have even private conversation
caught up and used against us by the Secret Police and all their agents and '

" creatures; to be arrested and interned without trial; or to be tried by political or - -

Party courts for crimes hitherto unknown to civil law. How could we bear to be

treated like schoolboys when we are grown-up men, to be turned out on parade

by tens of thousands to march and cheer for this slogan or for that; to see

philosophers, teachers and authors bullied and toiled to death in concentration = || SE—_—

camps; to be forced every hour to conceal the natural workings of the human in-
! tellect and the pulsations of the human heart? Why, I say that rather than sub-
¥ mit to such oppression, there is no length we would not go to...".
. There were still some people, Churchill continued, who believed that the only
K choice for Europe was between ‘two violent extremes’. This was not his view.
‘Between the doctrines of Comrade Trotsky and those of Dr. Goebbels’ — he
said — ‘there ought to be room for you and me, and a few others, to cultivate
opinions of our own’. No aggression, he warned, from wherever it came, could be
condoned. All aggressive action must be judged, not from the standpoint of
Right and Left, but, as he put it, of ‘right or wrong'. -

Politically, Churchill was very much alone at this time; but slowly, in the
Trade Unions, in business c¢ircles, among the economists of the LSE, even in the
Labour Party, his support for a Middle Way between facism and communism
was gaining ground. It was from this standpoint that Churchill looked on the
Spanish Civil War. ‘I refuse to become the partisan of either side’, he told the
House of Commons on 14 April 1937. As to Communism and Nazism, he added:
‘I hope not to be called upon to survive in the world under a Government of
either of these dispensations. I cannot feel any enthusiasm for these rival
creeds. I feel unbounded sorrow and sympathy for the victims’.

Throughout Churchill’s so-called Wilderness Years, the decade from 1929 to
1939 when he was out of office, Churchill continued to publish articles drawing
attention to the Nazi terror and Soviet tyranny. In Oxford, on 22 May 1937, he
told the assembled students: ‘It is sometimes said that Communism and Fasc-
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ism are poles apart,” he said. ‘Perhaps they are. But what difference is there be-
tween life at the North Pole and life at the South Pole. Perhaps as one crawls
out of one’s igloo there may be a few more penguins at the one or polar bears at
the other. At both, life is miserable. For my part I propose to remain in the Tem-
perate Zone.’ :
Churchill’s concept of democracy involved the linked factors of democratic
leadership, and of democratic example. In opposing Neville Chamberlain’s
', - search for a compromise with Hitler, he warned the House of Commons, on 21
»:. December 1938, after the return of Lord Halifax from a visit to Hitler: ‘If it were
e ‘ thought that we were making terms for ourselves at the expense either of small
“’nations or of large conceptions which are dear, not only to many nations, but to
- millions of people in every nation, a knell of despair would resound through
. many parts of Europe’. _— . oo : —
7. Churchill always rejected any policy which might lead to confusion or division _
e -among the democracies, or in democratic behaviour: as he was to say 9 years
- % later, here at Westminster College: ‘It is necessary that constancy of mind, per-
o sistency of purpose, and the grand simplicity of decision shall guide and rule the
" ""conduct of the English-speaking peoples’: but in 1937 he saw no such constancy,
persistency or simplicity in British policy: only weakness, confusion — and even
duplicity. As for America: isolation was still the order of the day, and the mass
- of American opinion, as Churchill phrased it, ‘remote‘ and indifferent’.

LA
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I have spoken of Churchill’s innermost concern f:)r the survival of western
democracy — on both sides of the Atlantic — and of how, to ensure the survival
‘of democracy he was prepared to enlist any help that could be found.

From 1937 to 1939 this included help from the Soviet Union. On 13 April 1939

he told the House of Commons in one of several speeches urging Anglo-Soviet v gave an honest leac
talks: ‘The other day I tried to show the House the deep interest that Russia had face difficulties str
against the further eastward extension of the Nazi power. It is upon that deep, throughout the thi

natural legitimate interest that we must rely, and I arr sure we shall Lear from

signs as they occur
the Government that the steps they are taking are those which will enable us to

Nor was his asse

receive the fullest possible co-operation from Russia, and that no prejudices on . ‘odious’ to Anglo-S:
the part of England or France will be allowed to interfere with the closest co- heartbreaking for }
. operation between the two countries, thus securing to our harassed and anxious he had so much sti
combinations the unmeasured,if somewhat uncertain, but enormous aid of the . mous personal autl
Russian power’. ] world statesmen (i
These hopes were in vain. The British Government of the day — led by ) emerging problems
Neville Chamberlain — was reluctant to embark on the course which Churchill J he was such a profo
advised, and Stalin deemed his immediate interest to lie in a pact with Hitler: ' defeat. Indeed, as h

not to defend Poland, but to partition her. so overwhelmingly

Churchill’s other hope lay in the United States. But here too he was disap- responsible for thei
pointed. Of course he understood the strength of Non-Interventionist feeling, a statement to thi
but he also hoped to be able himself to influence American opinion towards a sibilities abroad an.
greater involvement in helping to preserve the European democracies; for he hope that they will

believed at the core of his being that the only way to preserve any one democra-
cy was for all the democratic states to act in clear, open and declared unison.

8
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On 3 ApZ=st 1939 Churchill set out his thoughts on dictatorship and democ-
racy in a Sweex broadcast to the United States: ‘One thing has struck me as
very strange’ T 8aid, ‘and that is the resurgence of the one-man power after all
these centzries of experience and progress. It is curious how the English-speak-
ing pewples bz always had this horror of one-man power. They are quite ready
to follow a keader for a time, as long as he is serviceable to them; but the idea of
handing themseldves over, lock, stock and barrel, body and soul, to one man, and
worshiping hime as if he were an idol — that has always been odious to the whole
theme and natore of our civilisation’. o L wen

Churchill’s broadcast continued: ‘The architects of the American Constitu-

' tion were as caveful as those who shaped the British Constitution to guard
against the whole life and fortunes, and all the laws and freedoms of the nation, .~
being placed in the hands of a tyrant. Checks and counterchecks in the body .
potitic, large devolutions of State government, instruments and process of free - -
debate, frequent recurrence to first principles, the right of oppesition to the .
rhost powerful governments, and above all ceaseless vigilance, have preserved,
and will preserve, the broad characteristics of British and American institu- .

tions. But in Germany, on a mountain peak, there sits one man who in a single

- day can release the world from the fear which now oppresses it; or in a single
day can plunge all that we have and are into a volcano of smoke and flame’.

‘If Herr Hitler does not make war’, Churchill added, ‘there will be no war’.

Four weeks later, Hitler invaded Poland, and on 3 September 1939 both Bri- . .
tain and France declared war on Germany. ‘This is no war’, Churchill said that ...
day ‘of domination or imperial aggrandisement or material gain; nowar toshut -
any country out of its sunlight and means of progress: It is a war, viewed in its
inherent quality, to establish, on impregnable rocks, the rights of the in-
dividual, and it is a war to establish and revive the stature of man ...’ ‘

As we have seen again and again, Churchill believed that if the Government
gave an honest lead, the public would follow. But it was essential, as he saw it, to
face difficulties straight on; and it was because of this belief that he was able,
throughout the thirties, his so-called Wilderness Years, to read the warning
signs as they occurred, and without any self delusion as to what they meant.

Nor was his assertion in 1939, that handing over power to a single man was
‘odious’ t» Anglo-Saxon civilization, a mere orutorial flourish. Although it was
heartbreaking for him personally to relinquish power in 1945 — believing that
he had so much still to give to the peacemaking process, by means of his enor-
mous personal authority, knowledge of past errors, goodwill of so many of the

e e DT = e

i - world statesmen (including Harry Truman) and understanding of current and
’ emerging problems — it was nevertheless the British people’s good fortune that
J he was such a profound democrat, relinquishing power within hours of electoral

' defeat. Indeed, as he himself later recalled: ‘The verdict of the electors had been

so overwhelmingly expressed that I did not wish to remain even for an hour
responsible for their affairs’. That same evening 27 July 1945, Churchill issued
a statement to the Press which included the sentence: ‘Immense respon-
sibilities abroad and at home fall upon the new Government, and we must all
hope that they will be successful in bearing them’.

* % »
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‘Civilization’, Churchill wrote in his novel Savrola at the turn of the century,
was ‘a state of society where moral forces begin to escape from the tyranny of
physical forces’. But since the end of the first world war, he had seen those

~ moral forces themselves being challenged, not by any physical enemy, but by
_. immoral forces of man’s own making. To George Bernard Shaw he wrote, on 2
- September 1928, of men and women in general: ‘everything they try will fail —
", owing to their deplorable characteristics, and their liking for these very charac-

‘would be worthy of better things..

ey blrthday, at'a ceremony in' Westminster Hall, London, he declared — looking
. .back over the war years: ‘It was a nation and race dwelling all around the globe
that had the lion’s heart. I had the luck to be called upon.to give the roar.’

<+ To outsiders, Churchlll could sometlmes seem msensmve and harsh, cynical

‘ fand brusque. His outbursts of temper, recorded by colleagues at times of in-

' credible national stress and wartime danger, were interpreted by some — and

“ have been echoed recently by several historians and television programmes, as

- a sign of an underlying tyrannical nature. But to those who worked closest with

him, whether as Cabinet colleagues or civil servants, the quality of his mind was

clear, as indeed was his overriding gentleness of character, his humour and

sense of fun, as well as his deep understanding of human nature, history, and
public affairs.

One civil servant, Eric Seal, who was Churchill’s Principal Private Secretary
throughout the testing time of 1940, but who never became a close personal
friend, wrote, in retrospect, of Churchill’s motive force: ‘... the key word in any
understanding of Winston Churchill is the simple word “Liberty”. Throughout
his life, through many changes and vicissitudes, Winston Churchill stoéd for
liberty. He intensely disliked, and reacted violently against, all attempts to regi-
ment and dictate opinion. In this attitude, he was consistent throughout his po-
litical life. He believed profoundly in the freedom of the spirit, and the liberty of

. man to work out his own salvation, and to be himself in his own way. His
defense of the British Government in India is not at variance with this idea; he
defended British rule in India because he thought that it brought individual

. freedom in its train. He demanded for himself freedom to follow his own star,

"and he stood out for a like liberty for all men. All organized attempts to dictate

. to men what or how they should think, whether by the Nazis in Germany, or by
the Communists in Russia, incurred his passionate hatred and fell under his
anethema. In the last resort, this was the mainspring of his action’.

10
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1 Yet Churchill believed in the abxllty of man to 1mprove his sxtuatxon, and to
“defend what had already been achieved: the ability of man in general, not - .
‘simply of individual leaders. Since 1940, he himself has come to epitomize the . '
war leader, the man of the hour, the indispensible hero. But all his life, he . .

! egarded such a person as having no independent existence. ‘Do you think Iam ", ¢
%, Gy ‘what I am’, his fictional hero, Savrola asked at the turn of the century, ‘because U
i *ﬁ ‘T-have changed all those minds; or because I best express their views? Am I '

¢ their master or their slave? Believe me I have no illusions’. And on his eightieth .
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This was a private opinion, not written for publication. But in August 1944
Churchill himself sent a public message to the Italian people which contained,
in seven questions, a compact summary of his own philosophy. The message
contained seven ‘quite simple, practical tests’, as Churchill called them, by
wl'nch freedom could be recognized in the modern world:
. ‘Is there the right to free expression of opinion and of opposition and critic-
i-ism of the Government of the day?
2. 'Have the people the right to turn out a Government of which they dxsap-
'r~’prove, and are constxtutlonal means provxded by whxch they can make their

‘Are their courts of Justlce free from vmlence by the Executlve and from
threats of mob v1olence, and free of all assocmtxon thh partlcular political
.. parties? . . ... =
‘Will these courts admxmster open and well estabhshed laws whlch are asso-
ciated in the human mind with the broad principles of decency and justice?

.+ 5 - Will there be fair play for poor as well as for rich, for prwate petsons as well
! : ke, NI

,, vsas Government officials? - .- - - ‘

6. “Will the rights of the md1v1dual, subject to hxs dutles to the State, be main-

- tained and asserted and exalted?
‘Is the ordinary peasant or workman who is earning a living by dally t011 and
‘ ’”‘stnvmg to bring up a family free from the fear that some grim police

,\orgamsatlon under the control of a single party, like the Gestapo, started by

“t the Nazi and Fascist parties, will tap him-on the shoulder and pack him off

without fair or open trial to bondage or ill-treatment?’.

Even as Churchill asked these questions his beliefs were about to be put to
their most terrible test: the struggle between Stalin and the west over the
future of Poland: a struggle which the west lost, and the lessons of which were
to be the culminating theme of his Fulton speech: lessons which are still with
us, alas, today.

In the aftermath of the first world war, Churchill had been a determined sup-
porter of Polish independence — and an admirer of Poland’s brilliant defense of
its own sovereignty against the Red Army i1 1920. Thirtecen years later, in
1933, he was scandalized when British politicians began to emulate Hitler in de-
nouncing the newly independent States of Europe and in belittling them as
unreal or unstable creatures. Czechoslovakia and Poland were partlcularly
singled out for abuse — both by Hitler, and by the British Ministers: Ramsay
MacDonald — the Prime Minister of the National, All Party Government —
called them ‘ghosts’.

On 13 April 1933 Churchill told the House of Commons: ‘The Prime Minister
last year, in a speech at Geneva, used a very striking phrase when he described
Europe as a house inhabited by ghosts. That is to misinterpret the situation.
Europe is a house inhabited by fierce, strong, living entities. Poland is not a
ghost: Poland is a reincarnation. I think it a wonderful thing that Polish unity
should have re-emerged from long hideous eclipse and bondage, when the Poles
were divided between three empires and made to fight one another in all the
wars that took place’. Churchill added: ‘I rejoice that Poland has been
reconstituted. I cannot think of any event arising out of the Great War which
can be considered to be a more thoroughly righteous result of the struggle than
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the reunion of this people, who have preserved their national soul through all

hood is one of the most striking facts in European history. Do not let us be led,
because there are many aspects of Polish policy that we do not like or agree
with, into dwelling upon the small points of disagreement, and forget what a
very great work has been achieved, a work of liberation and of Jjustice, in the
reconstitution of Poland. I trust she will live long to enjoy the freedom of the
i lands which belong to ber, a freedom which was gained by the swords of the vi

* torious; Allies”. . .y i7'd syt n ' A

'
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,,";i_“)rde'.red];t;hek partitioli of Poland between Russia and Germany. Poland was once
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held her. in bondage for 150 years, but were unable to quench the spirit of the

AT

f;.destru'cti‘blé, and that she will rise again like a rock, which may for a spell be
tinued: ‘Russia has pursued a cold policy of self-interest. We could have wished °
. that the Russian armies should be standing on their present line as the friends
--and allies of Poland instead of as invaders. But that the Russian armies should
stand on this line was clearly necessary for the safety of Russia against the
' Nazimenace’. Churchill ended his remarks with a profound reflection: ‘I cannot
: +  forecast to you’, he said, ‘the action of Russia. It is a riddle wrapped in a mystery
" inside an enigma; but perhaps there is a key. That key is Russian national in-
terest. It cannot be in accordance with the interest or the safety of Russia that
Germany should plant itself upon the shores of the Black Sea, or that it should
overrun th: Balkan Statzs and subjugate the Slavonic peoples of southeastern
Europe. That would be contrary to the historic life-interests of Russia’.

In June 1941, Hitler invaded the Soviet Union, and Churchill made his
unilateral offer to Russia of alliance and aid. But still the Polish question cast
its shadow on the new, and vital alliance. In April 1943 the Soviet murders at
Katyn were revealed: more than 10,000 Polish officers killed in cold blood by

. theRussians. .. L0 L o

"+ But it was in August 1944 with the Warsaw uprising, and with Stalin’s

- refusal to help the Polish insurgents, that Churchill’s sense of anger and disillu-

.. sion were heightened — and unassuaged. D o Ce S

. ,f't_.‘,' ‘- . The uprising had begun on 1 August 1944 when Soviet forces, having crossed

~n. the Vistula to the Warsaw side of the river were less than ten miles from the
"' city. On 4 August 1944 Churchill appealed to Stalin, on behalf of the Poles to

- send aid. On the following day, Stalin refused. T P Vo

.-~ British planes, and Polish volunteers flew nearly 1,400 miles from Italy and

. back to drop aid: but Stalin refused even a 100 mile flight, or use of his airports -
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 the years of oppression and division and whose reconstitution of their nation- -

" -On.25 September 1939, as a result of the Nazi-Soviet Pact, Hitler and Stahn

more enslaved, Yet Churchill also realized that in the end, Hitler and Nazism -
i could only be destroyed'if Stalin joined the Allies. ... : E R NSRRI
i+ ~Heresthen was. the_ terrible dilemma. of, the second. world war 'in - which !~
,-Churchill too was soon to be caught up. The Nazi-Soviet partition of Poland dis-"; *
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K .Ag-j’,aftt‘és'se‘d,‘Ch‘mvfchill’ enormously. But he knew that.the line of the partition gave ‘ '
. Russia, those areas which, in 1920, Britain had also wanted to give Russia — " -
‘»Where Poles were in a minority. He therefore told the House of Commons,on 1,

.submerged by a tidal wave, but which remains a rock’. Churchill’s speech con-

= —a

‘October 1939: ‘Poland has been again overrun by two of the great Powers which - °

. Polish nation. The heroic defense of Warsaw shows that the soul of Polandisin-. . ‘§
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by the Allies, or any further military advance. ‘Can you not give them some
further help’, Churchill telegraphed Stalin on August 12: ‘as the distance from
Italy is so very great’. But still Stalin refused. Nor would two further appeals
from Churchill persuade him to help the Poles in their agony.

The Warsaw uprising was crushed. Stalin now prepared his new Polish plan,
and on 5 January 1945, against the wishes of both Churchill and Roosevelt,
Stalin recognized his own communist nominees, the Lublin Committee, as the
provisional Government of Poland. Twelve days later, Soviet forces entered
Warsaw, and with them — Stalin’s puppet Government. The future of Poland —
to be discussed in vain at Yalta a month later — had already been decided by ...
force of arms: Soviet arms. e,

At Yalta, though much was tried, nothmg could be done to move Stalin from
hlS determination to create a Communist Poland, under a Soviet military power '
that was already in place; and Poland, as Churchill later recalled, ‘was to prove ', ;
the first of the great causes which led to the breakdown of the grand alliance’. ", , ‘Z\'g‘
" Bluntly, Churchill told Stalin at Yalta: ‘I want the Poles to be able to hve freely,. o ‘

; and live their own lives in their own way'. RV

.- Roosevelt supported Churchill in this plea. But the Bntam and Amencan’ s
hopes, of democratic elections in Poland, had been challenged at Yalta, and ‘
were dashed after Yalta. On 29 April 1945 Churchill wrote to Stalin that the

British, ‘would never feel that this war will have ended rightly, unless Poland ,
has a fair deal in the full sense of sovereignty, independenee, and freedom .
Churchill added that the pledge which he and Roosevelt had given at Yalta ‘for
a sovereign, free and independent Poland, with a Government fully and ade-
quately representing all the democratic elements among Poles, is for us a mat-
ter of honour and duty’. .

Churchill’s letter to Stalin continued (it was just a year before he came here
to Westminster College): “There is not much comfort in looking into a future
when you and the countries you dominate, . . . are all drawn up on one side, and
those who rally to the English-speaking nations ... are on the other. It is quite
obvious that their quarrel would tear the world to pieces and that all of us lead-
ing men on either side who had anything to do with that, would be shamed
before history. Even. embarking on a long period of suspicions, of abuse and
counter-abuse, and of opposing policies, would be a disaster, hampering the
great developments of world prosperity for the masses .

Churchill’s letter ended: ‘Do not, I beg you, my frlend Stahn underrate the
divergences which are opening about matters which you may think are small to
us, but which are symbolic of the way ‘the English-speaking democracies look at
life’.

Stalin of course, made no concessions — and in a letter to Anthony Eden on 4
May 1945 Churchill warned Eden of the new situation with Soviet forces in
effective control from the Baltic to the Adriatic (the very same line that he was
to describe here at Fulton ten months later as the ‘Iron Curtain’).

In his letter to Eden, Churchill pointed out how, as a result of the continuing
Soviet advances the territory of Poland would be, as he put it, ‘completely
engulfed and buried, deep in Russian-occupied lands’. And that Poland would (I
quote) ‘sink with many other States into the vast zone of Russian-controlled
Europe . . . police-government’. . S
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The second world war had ended. As Churchill had seen, retrogression — the
flight from justice, the lapse into anarchy, the return to totalitarianism — con-
stituted the main dangers confronting the development of the twentieth cen-
tury. He had expressed that view clearly in 1928, in relation to the first world
war: ‘Think of all these people’, he wrote ‘— decent, educated, the past laid out

- before them — what to avoid, what to do etc — patriotic, loyal, clean, trying

their utmost — what a ghastly muddle they made of it! Unteachable from in-

fancy to tomb — there is the first and main characteristic of mankind’. And yet,

. as Churchill wrote on 21 May 1938, at the height of the Munich crisis: ‘It is a
" crime to despair. We must learn from misfortune the means of future strength’.

‘ Andin his address here at Westminster College eight years later, in 1946, he

' set out yet again, as he had decade after decade for more than fifty years, the

. beliefs he still held, and the vision he still cherished, for mankind’s future. As

pen in this period when famine stalks the earth. None can compute what has
been called “the unestimated sum of human pain”. Qur supreme task and duty
is to guard the homes of the common people from the horrors and miseries of
another war’. ‘ 4 :

In his speech here, Churchill went on to give, as his studied opinion: ‘the peo-
ple of any country have the right, and should have the power by constitutional
action, by free unfettered elections, with secret ballot, to choose or change the
character or form of government under which they dwell; that freedom of
speech and thought should reign; that courts of justice, independent of the ex-
ecutive, unbiased by any party, should administer laws which have received the
broad assent of large majorities or are consecrated by time and custom. Here
are the title deeds of freedom which should lie in every cottage home’.

During the course of his speech here at Westminster College. Churchill had
also set out, as you know, the steps he believed should be taken: above all what
he called (I quote) ‘the fraternal association of the English-speaking peoples . . .
not only the growing friendship and mutual understanding between our two
vast but kindred systems of society, but the continuance of the intimate rela=
tionship between our military advisers, leading to common study of potential
dangers’.

Churchill was emphatic here at Westminster — on the need for Anglo-Ameri-
can co-operation based on the eventual post-war recovery of Britain, and on a
strengthening of Anglo-American bonds. As he said (of Britain) ‘do not suppose
that we shall not come through the glorious years of agony, or that half a cen-
tury from now, you will not see 70 or 80 millions of Britons spread about the
world and united in defence of our traditions, our way of life, and of the world
causes which you and we espouse. If the population of the English-speaking
Commonwealths be added to that of the United States with all that such
cooperation implies in the air, on the sea, all over the globe and in science and in
industry, and in moral force, there will be no quivering, precarious balance of
power to offer its temptation to ambition or adventure. On the contrary, there
will be an overwhelming assurance of security’.

14
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Churchill declared: ‘When I stand here this quiet afternoon I shudder to
* visualise what is actually happening to millions now and what is going to hap-
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These concepts, which Churchill set out so clearly here at Westminster Col-
lege, have not been entirely forgotten. May I quote, briefly, from a recent exam-
ple: ‘We are moving already beyond exchanges of views toward common
strategic perceptions and concrete acts. We and our allies are taking common
steps to restrain Soviet aggression and to restore our strength. On Poland, we

- have collectively sent a firm signal to the Soviet Union. The Soviets are now
. well aware that intervention would bring severe and lasting consequences. In-
«: deed, the restraint we have seen offers some evxdence of the beneﬁts of alliance,

These words were spoken only two days ago in Washmgton by Secretary of

’ remarks in his speech here.. ;' ' . LR

- power, is also joined an awe-inspiring accountability to the future’. .
The second remark made here in 1946, and which is as relevant today as it
was then: ‘this’ Churchill said speaking of Poland, Hungary, Rumania and
Bulgaria subjected to Soviet rule ‘is certamly not the leerated Europe we

Fulton speech, in which he drew, both on his knowledge of past Soviet
danger in the 1930s.

- consider here today, while time remains, is the permanent prevention of war
and the establishment of conditions of freedom and democracy as rapidly as
possible in all countries. Our difficulties and dangers will not be removed by
closing our eyes to them. They will not be removed by mere waiting to see what
happens; nor will they be removed by a policy of appeasement. What s needed
is a settlement, and the longer this is delayed, the more difficult it will be and
the greater our dangers will become.

‘From what [ have seen of our Russian friends and Allies during the war, I am
convinced that there is nothing they admire so much as strength and there is
nothing for which they have less respect than for weakness, especially military
weakness. For that reason the old doctrine of a balance of power is unsound.
We cannot afford, if we can help it, to work on narrow margins, offering tempta-
tions to a trial of strength. If the Western Democracies stand together in strict
adherence to the principles of the United Nations Charter, their influence for
furthering those principles will be immense and no one is likely to molest them.
If however they become divided or falter in their duty and if these all-important
years are allowed to slip away then indeed catastrophe may overwhelm us all.

‘Last time I saw it all coming and cried aloud to my own fellow-countrymen
and to the world, but no one paid any attention. Up till the year 1933 or even
1935, Germany might have been saved from the awful fate which has over-

15

cohesmn and resolve SR REEvE u.‘g."'.'.f:
State Alexander Haig, and they reminded me. forcxbly of two of Churchxll -

 The first: ‘The United States stands at this tlme at the pmnacle of world
power It is a solemn moment, for the American democracy. For with pnmacy ln o

fought to build up’. ' 8 SRRl S . e
.. I should like to end, if I may, — and surely nor place is more suitable to end- ‘
this than here at Westminster College — with the central theme of Churchill’'s

“behaviour and on his own experience of warning in vain against the Nazi

As Churchill said (and with this quotatlon I shall end) °...what we have to ‘

taken her and we might all have been spared the miseries Hitler let loose upon
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+"" mankind. There never was a war in all history easier to prevent by timely ac-

' "/;* tion than the one which has just desolated such great areas of the globe. It could

-~ have been prevented in my belief without the firing of a single shot, and Ger-

.l':', .. many might be powerful, prosperous and honoured today; but no one would

i listen and one by one we were all sucked into the awful whirlpool. We surely
pen again’. - LA R
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f.% A Historical research’ is‘never ended; and on my return to England, after -

delivering -the’ above:’

researches.’ Indeed, éven- while preparing the lecture itself for publication, L
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‘Rticounts that come. to:me: of the Russian maltreatment of Vienna and the .
i paralysis of Allied assistance’.: . ¢ RN R L N R
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i+ bassador, who died here some da 0,.bagc it merican.battle-
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e shi SOURI, which is the vessel on which the Japanese surrender was
i signed and is robably the strongest batteship afloat. He added that the
-"W {besccompanied by a strong task force which would remain in
"+ the Marmara for an unspecified period. Admira Leahy told me that the task
Toreewould consist of AnotHEr battieship of the greatest power, two of the latest
and strongest aircraft carriers, veveral cruisers and about a dozen destroyers,
with the necessary ancillary ships. Both mentioned the fact that the MISSOURI
class carry over 140 anti-aircraft guns. I asked about the secrecy of this move-
ment and was told that it was known that the body of the late Ambassador was
being returned in a warship but that the details of the task force would not
become known before March 15. I feel it my duty to report these facts to you,
though it is quite possible you may have already been informed through other

, . channels. At any rate, please on no account make use of the information until
"+ you have received it from ;channels, other than my personal contact with the

S President. ¢ i St S S
R “The above strikes me as a very important act of state and one calculated to
-, _make Russia understand Tt e e TTUST OTe (0 reasonable terms ol diseission

e with th stern Democracies. From our point of view, I am sure that the ar-
ST &Wﬁl American Fleet in the Straits must be entirely
o i ‘Mf@g@&gwﬂwﬁ:ﬁ&mnd as placing a demurrer on
- “What Bevin called cutting our life-line through the Mediterranean by the estab-

., lishment of a Russian naval base at Tripoli. .
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ecture,’ I naturally continued with-my Churchill

came across material bearing directly on Churchill and the Fulton speech. From "~

4. those regions of Europe ‘controlled by Russia since the end of the second world -
I war. Thus, on’15 October 1945 he wrote to a friend: ‘I shudder to read the ac- '/ |
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; .., my. return is a letter which Churchill wrote to the Labour Prime Minister, Cle- "
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i speaking to you at Westminster College. His letter, d‘ated arch 1946, readin ..
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‘I did not consult the President on the exact text of my speech at Fulton
before I finished it, but he read a mimiographed reproduction which was made
on the train in its final form, several hours before I delivered it. He told me he
thought it was admirable and would do nothing but good, though it would make
a stir. He seemed equally pleased during and after. I also showed it to Mr.
Byrnes the night before leaving Wasington, making it clear that this was quite
private and informal. He was excited about it and did not suggest any altera-
tions. Admiral Leahy, to whom I showed it first of all, was enthusiastic.
Naturally I take complete and sole personal responsibility for what I said, for I

AT S

. '—"_."':" ‘Having spent nearly three days in most intimate, friendly contact with the
“President and his immediate circle, and also having had a long talk with Mr."

- Byrnes,, I have no doub tive forge e are deeply distressed by .. -
) - — SIS
' the way they are being treated by Russia and that they do not intend to putup -+,

with treaty breaches in Persia or encroachments in Manchuria.and Korea, or
“pressure for the Russian expansion at.the expense of Turkey or in the Mediter-

p .

Tanean. I am convinced that some show of strength and resistin v
i _ atthis will béthe prevailing:
‘opinion in the United States in the near future’. e .
Following his return to England from Fulton, Churchill continued to study
Soviet behaviour, and saw no reason to change the views which he had ex-
pressed in his speech here at Westminster College, or in the letter quoted above.
Seven months after returning to England, Churchill wrote again to Clement At-
tlee, in a letter charged with irony and vision: ‘It is clear to m that only two
reasons prevent the westward movement of the Russian armie$ to the United
States and the Atlantic. The first is their virtue and self-restraint. The second,
the possession by the United States of the Atomic bomb’.
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_altered nothing ‘as the result of my contacts with these high American . X

- authorities. I think you ought to know exactly what the position is and hope you

. will observe the very strong and precise terms in which I disclaim any official . . T
_. 'mission or status of any kind and that I spoke only for myself. AN

" these words of mine could be quoted. P T e
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